Information for Contributors to Helictite

The new Helictite

Starting in 2012, after Volume 41, Helictite will
become a completely electronic online publication, with
free public access.

Our web site is at http://helictite.caves.org.au.

There may be some variations in the presentation
style and file formats used in the early stages. Initially,
we will be using PDF files formatted primarily for
printing and reading from the printed copy and the style
will be that used in previous printed volumes of Helictite.
However, we will also be experimenting with single-
column HTML or other ebook formats that are better
suited to reading on a screen. For detailed information
on electronic submissions you should download the
latest Authors Guide before submitting your paper:
http://helictite.caves.org.au/contrib.html.

There are no page charges to authors at present, but
we may consider these for large papers or where there is
a complex layout.

Aims and Scope of Helictite.

Helictite is the Australasian Journal of Cave Studies.

Contributions from all fields of study related to
speleology and karst in general will be considered for
publication. Suitable fields include Earth Sciences,
Speleochemistry, Hydrology, Meteorology, Conservation,
Biospeleology, History, Major Exploration (Expedition)
Reports, Equipment and Techniques, Surveying and
Cartography, Photography, and Documentation.
Comprehensive descriptive accounts of the exploration
and morphology of individual caves or karst areas will
be welcomed, but simple trip reports and brief cave
descriptions are not adequate.

The preferred geographic scope is Australasia:
Australia, New Zealand, New Guinea and the Malay
Archipelago, but we also seek reports on speleological
aspects of areas in the Pacific and Indian Oceans
and Antarctica.

Papers should not exceed 10,000 words, plus figures.
Contributors intending to write at greater length or
requiring any advice on details of preparation are invited
to correspond with the Editors at Helictite@caves.
org.au. Short notes or 'Letters to the Editor', expressing
a personal view or giving a preliminary report of
interesting findings, are also welcomed. Discussions of
published papers should be received within six months of
the publication date, and will be passed on to the original
author for response.

All submitted papers will be peer reviewed. The
editors will decide whether a 'short note' warrants
peer review.

®

The process of submission, review and
publication.

1. Submission of the manuscript.
2. Peer Review.

Decision upon tentative acceptance (possibly
subject to minor corrections, major corrections, or
resubmission).

3. Revision by the author(s).

Papers with major corrections or resubmitted papers
may be subject to a second review.

4. Submission of the final version.
5. Layout, proof reading and publication.

6. Archiving to a permanent digital repository.

Copyright and permissions

The Editors and the Publisher of Helictie are not
responsible for the scientific content or other statements
provided by the authors of accepted papers.

Unlike the big commercial journals, publishing in
Helictite does not require a full copyright transfer from
the author, although we do require your permission
for the following use of the materials: Non-exclusive,
online, printed, and archival rights for publication
in Helictite'.

What that means is that Helictite (and the ASF) can
make electronic versions available on our web site, can
provide printed copies 'on demand' for a fee, and can
make backups to one or more archive sites (e.g. the
National Library, Australia).

All published papers will carry the following note:
'Copyright is © the author(s). The Journal compilation
is © Australian Speleological Federation'. That means
if someone wants to use one of your photos or figures
or quote a chunk of your text they have to ask you, the
author, but if they want to reproduce one or more pages
(or the complete paper) in the published format used
by Helictite they have to get permission from both the
authors and the ASE. As we move towards more flexible
ebook formats, the concept of 'published format' will
weaken, and the prime copyright will be the authors.

It is the author's responsibility to clear any third party
copyright or acknowledgement matters concerning text,
tables, photos or figures used.

Authors should also ensure adequate attention to
sensitive or legal issues such as land owner and land
manager concerns or policies, and to the possible impact
of revealing detailed cave locations.
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